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October 5, 2018    

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  Council 10/8/18, 7:00 pm 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:  

 

 

Dowagiac Fire Department – Smoke Detectors 

A working smoke detector is the first line of defense a resident can have to get out of a burning 

residence safely and this week the Dowagiac Fire Department received a gift of almost 150 

smoke detectors from Servpro. Thank you! 

 

The Fire Department is happy to provide residents who can’t afford or otherwise do not have 

working smoke detectors in their homes to make sure everyone is kept as safe as possible. There 

are a couple of ways you can get a free smoke detector.  

 

1. Stop by the Fire Department or  

2. Stop and see the Fire Department at next week’s Under the Harvest Moon Festival  

 

 

Electric and Water  

The water/sewer crew repaired leaking valves at Ashland & Grand Blvd., a valve/meter pit at 

405 Orchard, and exercised the valve on Maple/Chestnut.  They also removed accumulated sand 

and dirt from the storm water inlet in the Beeson St. Alley.  Besides being necessary, this 

allowed us to gather some undocumented information about the system in the area. 

 

Apprentice Lineman Henry Krohne spent the week at the Wolverine Training Center located in 

Lake City, Michigan, for the Joint Michigan Apprentice Program. 

       

Grounds  
AT&T was in to install cell antenna upgrades at the Rudolphi Water Tower.  

 

Work on the roofs of the grounds shop, museum, water treatment plant, and fire station were 

completed by Fryman and Midland.  Ceiling tiles at the museum were removed, and 

accumulated water drained from the visqueen, to both allow the insulation to dry, and monitor 

whether any returns before the remaining work is completed next week.   

 



Mechanic/Vehicle Maintenance 
DPS welcomed new mechanic Travis Greenwood, who also happened to have welcomed an 

addition to his own family just after starting.  Travis spent time with Henry to get acclimated, 

and has been busy inspecting, testing, and prepping the leaf and brush equipment for the coming 

season. 

 

Waste Water 

True’s assisted the crew at the Wastewater Treatment Plant to haul some of the accumulated 

street sweepings to the landfill.  After 14-loads, we were able to remove nearly a quarter of the 

accumulated material.  Also on-site this week was the LdDosca crew who began the restoration 

work of the first Primary Clarifier tank and Cross-Collectors.  Despite having to free frozen 

shafts (from lack of movement) and waiting on some components, work is progressing nicely. 

 

Museum   

Director Steve Arseneau reports on work on the second floor.  Preparation work began this 

week for the insulation project at the Dowagiac Area History Museum. Flagel Insulation is 

expected to begin the removal of the existing damp insulation on October 8. The museum’s 

second floor exhibits will be closed to the public throughout the project. 

 

After the damp insulation is removed, the ceiling will be given time to dry out before installing 

new foam insulation. Including drying time, we expect the second floor to be closed for several 

weeks and the museum to be closed entirely several days when Flagel installs new spray foam 

insulation. We will have a better idea of when the museum will be closed entirely once Flagel 

begins the project. 

 

Museum Annual Fundraiser 

Yesterday Director Steve Arseneau reported that the Dowagiac Area History Museum met its 

fundraiser goal of $20,000 for 2018. At Wednesday night’s lecture series the fundraiser had 

raised $19,700 and then two families stopped him after the lecture. Each of them donated $300 

which pushed the museum over their goal!  

 

The City appreciates the communities continuing support for the Dowagiac Area History 

Museum. Thanks to all! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

   City Manager     


